06-Jan-30 08:35am F rom-S t aubi ng.McCu iness £ Manaras LLP 978 264 9119 T-584 P 017/019 F-431 

0 Art Unit: 2182 

SerialNo. 10/402334 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 6, 12, 17, 23 and 28 have been amended. Clam* 1 - 33 are pending in this 
Application. Reconsideration and farther examination is respectfully requested. 

Allowable Claims 

The Applicants gratefully acknowledge the allowability of claims 11, 22, and 33. 

riaii p Rejection ' - ™ USC 8 1 12 

Claims 6 - 10, 17 - 21, and 28 - 32 were rejected under 35 TJ.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, 
as indefinite. Antecedent hasis problems have been corrected in claims 6, 17, and 28 to obviate 
this rejection. 

n a ;m R agctjons - 3 S TTSC S 102 

Claims 1 -4, 12 - 15, and 23 - 26 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Perreault etaJ. (US No. 5,793,307) (hereinafter "Pencault"). This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

The Applicants' exemplary claim 1 currently recites in part "a master device for polling a 
plurality of slave devices and maintaining a fast polling list and a slow polling list, the master 
device polling only one slave device at a time from either list". 

Perreault discloses a method of controlling bus or network contention between devices. A 
contention controller in Perreault accesses three different databases - an active database, an idle 
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aata^aadan^ponsivcdatabase. Seconds stations in the active database arc accessed 
onebyone. But secondary stains in the idle and responsive databases axe accessed in 
groupsbyasinglepoll. (Perreauh Col. 13 lines 36-49). Perreauh fails to teach or suggest the 
Applicants' claimed apparatus including a master device for polling a plurality of slave devices 
and retaining a fast polling list and a slow polling list, the master device polling only one slave 
device at a time from either list The Applicants therefore respectfully assert that claims 1 - 4, 
12 - 15, and 23 - 26 are in condition for allowance. 

rlair p Rejectio n - ^ USC & 1° 3 

Claims5, 16, and 27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kato et al. (US No. 6,070,205) (hereinafter "Kate") in view of Cranston et aL (US No. 
6,253.269) (hereinafter "Cranston'D- This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

The Applicants' exemplary claim 5 sets forth an apparatus wherein the master device 
periodically switches between the plurality of serial buses to communicate with the slave 
devices. 

Kato teaches arbitration between devices for bus mastership. The Office action suggests 
that Cranston discloses a method wherein "the master device periodically switches between the 
plurality of serial buses to communicate with the slave devices". The Applicants assert that this 
is incorrect In Cranston, two master devices (management cards) have access to their own buses 
(Cranston Col. 4 lines 27 - 30). Slave devices (application cards) arbitrate between the two 
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buses to decide which master device to respond to (Cranston Col. 4 lines 44 - 47). Thus, 
Oanstondoes not infect teach a master device ^j^^miM^il**** 
scri albuse, Therefore, the combination of 

^Applicants' claimed method ^^«^d^pak^«*^b-^*» 
plurality of serial buses to cornmunicate with the slave devices". The Applicants therefore 
respectfully assert that claims 5, 16, and 27 are in condition for allowance. 

Accordingly, review of this application is respectfully requested. However, should there 
remain unresolved issues that require adverse action, it is respectfully requested that the 
Examiner telephone Applicants' Attorney at 978-264-6664 so that such issues may be resolved 

as expeditiously as possible. 

For these reasons, and in view of the above amendments, this application is now 
considered to be in condition for allowance and such action is earnestly solieitcd. 



01/29/2006 
Date 



Respectfully Submitted, 



Maiy Steubing, Reg. No. 37,946 
Attorney/Agent for Applicants) 
McGuinness & Manaras LLP 
125 Nagog Park 
Acton, MA 01720 
(978) 264-6664 
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